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Paris Malaquais, France

The “Project Strategies” Department of Paris Malaquais School of
Architecture is devoted to understanding in an open and experimental
way how the urban environment of the major metropolis is undergoing
transformation. In order to give form to these transformations, traditional
urbanisation models seem obsolete and insufficient, and new models
are needed. The project presented here, in collaboration with Tsinghua
University, is by nature both pragmatic (quantities, density, client) and
prospective (fluctuating scenarios, fluid shaping and structuring). The
precipitous transformation of the Chinese urban environment seriously
questions preconceived ideas on the evolution and fabrication of towns
and cities. The projects of the Paris Maraguais students concern the
renovation of an industrial wasteland near to the centre of Beijing, on a
site characterised by a context of housing and markets. The students’
work has been based on the needs of a real estate developer:
programme and surface area tests, evaluation of the flexibility of
functions, taking into account the existing urban morphology and so on.
The architectural approach “respecis” the requirements of the developer
in terms of height, density and planning regulations. Through a work of
programmed morphogenesis, the proposals develop new
morphologies: different perceptions of non-built up areas, relations
with the streets and the infrastructures, re-use of the existing heritage,
“horizontal” density, and so on.

Bruno Hubert




i

VHEER A RS MME SNNSERII[/SEE-BHE

B GRS TR S O &R
B A B R

oF 3 P 8 SR of e B St

"
A
5
=
=
&
i
B

e

5
Dbﬁ
4
54
%
3
B
S
I_r.

oS¢ | °
B S0
i tas

s

FHHn

B 2

o o5 8

BBk

m;ﬂmﬂaﬁ

HRIF
A EEE

3 & R

b

Eﬁ

=

Y
}‘kﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ?&ﬁ

Ee
s i Uy B
—ijt A
x>
o=
%31
| 5
53
He
= S0
i
B B
ABERRRE B
CHIRmEERER

5
==
H

gi
S5
S5
| E
53
&
H
ok

P83
t 1.3

N
34
*

- BNEHE
T HRE - KN, HRE - XAy

Bt
=
iii]
ok
b=
Bt
=]
=
et
H
Rt

£t

m
H

B

=
3

=

ITHEIERE
BEARMIHERE
N H &
SHRE
REDNE SRR

AR

N SHREHFITER

=
jus
o) IoF 35 B 2 B 2 i

AR | SEYR )X
B|OHEEN Y
B F $RKE
EFEEMSHIB
lwWES 38

TAB-FH IS RN TS
SR

BRI H R
F BUFHEENEI RS
FHBE S

Mo

=
2 pt
)

N
i
=

=l
%
o
&5

E
5
b
=
F
B
#
¥
3
2

s
meETE
&

b3
amn
L3
e
B Wi
®

Wik - k{EH, BBRE - X UH

»
E
Im 2
&3
e
>

- BB B RS 35p &5
B 7 S I 3 24 2 0 o,
R ONBHEHRR T

B m B

Bz
358
Bt St
= H

SREM FAZTEIRT =

Hil e &8 S5 oliRl S
* AmMR

R RRBAZHEMRIIRRE

525 o (57 B3] (B 0 2% o ) 0 1 2 O
S bl
2 R B R RE -
BEE EREZEB
ERBrES | HER
ZmEE | ° >S3H
THETEMNHEH X
IR TmEE-

ENEESESREMIMNE

@

o

e § ¢
LIEE
»

*
¥

fash. BRE - xuH

odad o T
EEPRE
bt e
HEZRE
F =)
SEELEiE
S
el
EEE |

b MEHE =

ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁg

&
&R
B3R
%k
53
b

ST,
AERSS

EE
=2

MEZHMR-
BHFIZE

I G AENM | -
° N F i o DS et ek
> RS
FEAZ K
FESSHY

o=

FHRANMBHBHER
MEERE | |&° KBNS
WSS >ERBIDF

-o»nm

S HEA
FH¥ o F

Rags

e b
- tRiB®y. BRGR - MEK

]
pel
o
=
X
S
w3

The model of the tower is here redefined; it combines
regulations and economic requirements and proposes
shops and leisure facilities at the interface of the tower
and the infrastructures. The base of the towers deploys a
linear public space that structures the site in the typically
Chinese east-west direction. The hyperbolic curvature
generates different thicknesses of framework and thus
varied spaces in terms of surface area, access and
luminosity. The inclination of the tower, regulated in the
same way as its shape and its useable floor areas by
specific computerised scripts, optimises the views and
the amount of sunshine.

By virtue of the computerised “script-based” approach
developed in the studio, this project is highly experimental.
It develops the contemporary expression of traditional
lifestyles while respecting the site and its industrial
character, Strips of housing, derived from an analysis of
hutongs, stand between the open market and the river,
following the east-west direction of the existing buildings.
New pedestrian and cyclist continuities are thereby
created, punctuated by meeting points.and the venrtical
distribution areas of residential buildings and offices. The
computerised script-based approach has made it
possible to experiment with numerous scenarios, while
controlling the parameters and introducing architectural
“game rules”.

Beijing is witnessing a period of intense renewal. This
project takes its form from this radical mutation. Spaces
are defined by the movement and circulation of vehicles,
pedestrians and bicycles. This traffic defines not just the
urban scale of the building but also that of the individual.
The fluidity of moving on a bicycle generates an
architecture in which shape and uses are singularised.
The ground level is increased by being hollowed out,
rendering a vast, green hollow area accessible. The
modelling of the ground and the use of a curved geometry
allows a high horizontal density, providing far-off views
and with the skyline of Beijing unobstructed.

The architecture of Beijing bears witness to a society
undergeing major change, which, day after day, erases
the traces of its past. The proposed building aims to
render the passage of time visible in the manner in which
it covers and protects the industrial buildings that exist
on the site and which are preserved. In this way, the
industrial heritage becomes indispensable to the building
that covers it, completing the functions of residences or
offices housed within the new part of the project with
commercial or ludic functions. This relation of dependency
highlights the different époques and gives the city back
its memory.
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